
Our organization has been making a difference 
in the lives of many people for many years. Each 
year we see new faces taking the roles of lead-
ership within the organization.  I just received 
an e-mail from one of the Clubs in the Region 
who is 40 members strong but doesnõt have a 
president.  We can be proud as an organization 
that we are in good hands each year and new 
leaders step up and continue these roles not 
only willingly but with enthusiasm and  a great 
example for the rest of the club.  These positions 
are time consuming and need things taken care 
of immediately 

all the time. 

Our new Presi-
dent is returning 
for another 
term, Dr. Todd 
Hanson.  He 
brings a new 
look for the 
coming year 
and has already 
formulated his goals for the Club.  Dr. Hanson 
has his eye 
clinic in the St. 
Anthony Shop-

ping Center. 

Our Secretary 
is returning 
and has pro-
vided for us a 
great leader.  
Ted Holsten 
not only prepares great minutes for the board 
meeting but has been a member for years.  He 
is active in helping with the Builders Club, sell-
ing advertising for the Pancake Breakfast and 
selling merchants on getting their advertising 

delivered with the Builders Club in November.  

Our Treasurer, Paul Redlinger, is returning  for 
another year.  Since Iõm writing the story I will 

only say that 
I have been 
active in all 
phases of 
the Club, 
peanut day, 
past presi-
dent, past Lt. 
Governor, 
past Key 
Club advisor,  Newsletter Editor and now the 
Treasurer.  This responsibility can really take the 
time but the rewards are endless when you 

know you are helping others.  

Our President Elect, Dale Hale, joined the club 
recently and has been a member of a number 
of other clubs before moving to the area.  A 
leader that 
impresses 
you with his 
organiza-
tional skills 
and enthusi-
asm for Ki-
wanis.  Dale 
will be set-
ting up the 
programs for 
the year and you will note they are nearly all in 

place for the entire year.   

Thanks to each of these members and may 
each of us come to the meetings regularly, 
show an interest in the projects and fund raisers 
and make this a great Kiwanis Year!  Nothing 
makes for a fine organization more than each of 

us being active. 

The new officers were inducted by Lt. Gover-
nor, Dick Mussell from the Anoka Club.  Dick 
has been a great leader for our Division the past 

three years. 
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The new school year is off to a great start, and the same 
goes for the K-Kids!  Anxious to get the projects in gear, 
ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŜǘ ƻƴŎŜ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ŀ Y-Kids group in September.  
Students were able to hear about the great projects al-
ready set for the year, as well as to brainstorm their own 
ideas of what being a K-Kids member means to them.  
Students came up with thoughts of doing charity pro-
jects outside of school, picking up litter, carpooling with 
friends, and recycling.  ²ŜΩǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ 
being a K-YƛŘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŜŀƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 
while at school!  Our first meeting also meant formally 
inducting our new officers into their new roles within the 
group.  ²ŜΩǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΥ  Jake 
Smith, president; Bonnie Zeller, vice president; Riley 
McGinnity, secretary; Will Hagen, treasurer; and Alora 
White, sergeant-at-arms.  We have a great group of offi-
cers and they did a wonderful job of learning their ex-
pectations for the year!  For the month of October we 
look forward to working with the Key Club group from 
the high school on the trick-or-treat for Unicef project, 
as well as do our first visit to Feed my Starving Children.  
Stay tuned to a great year of K-Kids hard work! 

 
Ms. Olson and Mrs. Egan (K-Kids advisors for 2009-2010 
school year) 

 
(Students pictured from L to R are:  Jake Smith, Will 
Hagen, Joe Tondo, Bonnie Zeller, Alora White, Riley 
McGinnity) 
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The Presidentõs 

Corner :   Todd Hanson  
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K-Kids Off and Ready for 

The New Year 

> Hi everyone, 
 
Last Wednesday I lead my first board meeting for the 
new Kiwanis year.  The agenda was packed full of 
items and we had a great turnout with 13 members 

participating.   One agenda item we were not able to 
complete was the budget for the 2009 - 2010 year.  
Several members (thanks Paul S., Mary, Dale G, Wendy 
and Jay) agreed to closely review a specific area of the 
budget and will give their recommendations at the 
next board meeting.   However, I would encourage 
anyone to contact me if they feel a specific organiza-

tion or project deserves our funds or attention.  

 
Our budget for the upcoming year will remain the 
same as last year, at $21,050.  Also if anyone has some 
fundraising ideas for the year, the board and I would 
certainly listen to them.  Our next board meeting, that 
everyone is welcomed to attend, is Wednesday, No-

vember 4th at 7:15am.   
 
Events coming up this month include the Halloween 
Festival at Community Services on Friday, October 
23rd and the Ronald McDonald House on Wednesday 
evening, October 28th.   Please look for sign up sheets 
at the next 2 meetings.  Also our members have 
started helping out at Elmwood Church for the  
after school program.  Thank you to Dave A. for orga-
nizing our effort there.  
 

Lastly, I want to thank all of our new and returning  
officers and board members.  I feel fortunate to have a 
dedicated group of individuals that will make my year 
of club president successful and fly by.  Never hesitate 
to contact me; email: thansonod@cpinternet.com, 

work phone: (612) 781 -4730 or cell: (612) 518-0527.   

Thank you for your time and effort on all of our pro-
grams and projects, both in the past and in our up-
coming ones. 
 

Todd Hanson 
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Peanut Day 

September 25, 2009 
Another year and the peanuts arrived and each pack-

age was ready to get into the hands of someone who 

would make just a small donation to the Kiwanis 

cause. 

The morning started with a hint of fall in the air and a 

promise of rain from the weatherman.  I started my 

usual stroll at 6:45 AM just as the sun was coming up.  

Cars were already active on the street at 29th and Sil-

ver Lake Road.  This was the first adventure since the 

road was completely redone last year.  It seemed a 

little narrower but for the most part the drivers were 

very receptive 

and many thanks 

were meted out 

for what the Ki-

wanis is doing 

and has done in 

the community.  

We had just 10 

Kiwanians that 

participated in 

this years event.  

Yet, we still 

raised over $2000 that day.  Yes, there was rain and 

wet bills and some upset people but for the most part 

the event went well.  

Now the real challenge still lies ahead.  We need to 

raise at least $6,000 to help with the budget so that 

means the underwriting needs to come up with an-

other $4,000.  Please see if you can help get rid of the 

remaining peanuts and find some businesses that will 

help us.  I know this year is very difficult for many busi-

ness owners to share but this year the need for help is 

much greater than in the past.  

The street sales members were Paul Redlinger, Dale 

Gunderson, Mary Dierbeck, Mary Jo Nelson, Tim Mez-

zenga, Paul Stroom, Mike Mornson, Joe Tondo, Ted 

Holsten, Jay Hartman and Dave Abrahamson.   

Thanks for your time.  We have in the past raised over 

$4,000 on the streets. 

  

Newsletter written and assembled by Paul Redlinger.  All articles submitted by Kiwanians or 

Kiwanis related youth advisors.  Thanks to Coldwell Banker Burnet for the use of their copy 

machine and paper. 

Having a Blast at Key Leader 

By Elizabeth Jacobsen 
(Key Club Member) 

  On October 2nd, Gretchen Tillman and I left school and traveled 

north through beautiful fall colors toward Inspiration Point and 

my Key Leader weekend.  I knew that Key Leader was a program 

meant to help people become confident service-minded leaders, 

but I had no idea what to expect. Nevertheless, I had been excited 

and eager for Key Leader since the day I first heard about it. 

 

    After getting comfortable in our dorms, we walked through a 

light drizzle to the main building, where we spent most of our 

weekend.  The weekend started with a fabulous dinner, then we 

had a welcome ceremony and broke out into "neighborhood 

groups" according to the colored dots on our name tags.  My 

group's color was brown, and we decided to call ourselves the 

Fierce Brownie-Eating Eagles.  We talked about the five Key 

Leader Principles:  Service Leadership, Integrity, Growth, Re-

spect, Community, and Excellence, and how you can't have one 

without all of the others. 

 

    The next morning Gretchen and I had breakfast with our room-

mate and a member of my neighborhood group named Alexis. 

 We became good friends right away.  One of the adult facilitators 

gave me a wooden bird pin he had carved and I wore it on my 

name tag.  That day was a great day.  All day we learned about the 

Key Leader principles and explored them with different stories 

and activities.  In one team building game, we had twelve people 

on a tarp about five by three and a half feet.  We had to find a way 

to flip the tarp over, but everyone had to have at least one foot on 

the tarp at all times, and no one could step off the tarp.  It was 

pretty hard, but eventually we succeeded.  At the beginning of the 

day, we were a group of about fifty individuals surrounded by 

people we didn't know.  By the evening, we were a strong com-

munity.  We laughed together as we presented each neighborhood 

group's idea for the ideal hometown.  Some were very creative, 

including an Easy Button or people traveling from place to place 

using energy efficient superhero capes.  Then we put on skits 

demonstrating Key principles.  Finally, right before bed, we all 

roasted marshmallows for smores over a fire.   

 

    I am very glad I was able to attend.  I feel that I took a lot away 

from this weekend.  I have grown and learned so much, and have 

gotten to know amazing people.  Thank you so much for giving 

me the opportunity to go to Key Leader!  I will never forget these 

experiences that I feel are helping me to become a better person 

and a service-minded leader. 

 

 

 

When we strive to become better than we are, 

everything around us becomes better, too.  

Kobi Yamada WE AIM ABOVE THE MARK TO HIT THE MARK. 

RALPH WALDO EMERSON 


