
Key Club Participation in the Northeast Kiwanis 

Christmas Party 

 

Our Key Club participated in the Northeast 

Kiwanis Clubôs Christmas Party for the 

Mentally and Physically Challenged.  

Emily Olson was one of about 15 of our 

Key Clubbers who helped entertain the 

visiting kids.  She tells in the paragraph 

below what they did there and how they 

felt about it. 

Today the wind chill was below zero; it 

was one of the first slippery days on the 

roads. But despite all of the rush, there was 

a good feeling in the air, heavy with Christ-

mas spirit. We arrived at the Northeast Ar-

mory around 9:15 a.m. We set up games, 

the band got ready, and workers started 

cooking for a mass of people. From where 

I was, I watched everyone walk in, and the 

greeters put a smile on their faces. Every-

one had a job that contributed and the kids 

would run to each place to see what was 

next. The games, face painting, getting 

cookies, going to dance, you could tell this 

was a special day for them. The dancing 

brought everyone together at the end but 

soon enough the band was done. Each kid 

walked out with a goodie bag full of gifts. 

St. Anthony wasn't the only school there; 

high school teens had come all the way 

from Blaine and Fridley. After the kids 

were gone and we all cleaned up, we felt 

Christmas wash over us, and we were 

proud that we helped. 
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Adopt ða-Family 

A Christmas Tradition for Ki-
wanis 

The holidays were much brighter for three St. 
Anthony families who were recipients of the 
Adopt -a-Family programña collaboration be-
tween members of St. Anthony Kiwanis Club, St. 
Anthony Chamber of Commerce, employees of 
the City of St. Anthony and St. Anthony Commu-
nity Services.  Specific families, who exhibit finan-
cial need, were contacted and given the choice 
to participate in the program.   Several families 
declined the opportunity so, in their words, 
òmore deserving familiesó could be recipients.  
The three families, who gratefully accepted, were 
asked to submit a wish list and identify ten gift 

ideas for each family  member.   

 
A total of $1130 was collected and gifts were 
purchased for fourteen family members.  Each 
family also 
received a 
gift card to 
Wal-Mart 
and Cub 
Foods.  
Families 
expressed 
their appre-
ciation ver-
bally and in 
written 
form, òthank you so much for making our holi-
days brighter with so much generosity sent our 
way,ó one family commented.  òWe just want to 
thank you so very much for making one of the 
worst and most trying of   years so much better 
with your generosity and thoughtfulness!   We 
are truly grateful and the kids were beyond 
THRILLED!!  You did a very special thing for our 
family and we truly thank you!!ó, shared another 
family who received gifts.  A special thanks to the 
individuals, who wish to remain anonymous, 
who spent several hours of their time budgeting, 
purchasing, sorting, wrapping and photograph-

ing the gifts.  Wendy Webster 



Christmas with Dig-
nity wouldn't hap-
ǇŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ 
a lot of dedicated 
people.  Our Ki-
wanis Club not only 
provides $400 but 
many hours of vol-
unteering.   

Not only is it impor-
tant to have a great Builders Club but it is important to 
have members of the club who get personally involved 
with this event. 

bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ .ǳƛƭŘŜǊΩǎ /ƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻȅǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
sorted and priced for the great event.  Also note a mem-
ber that you will see at every event helping, Dale Gun-
dersonΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ōǳǘ L ƪƴƻǿ 
Mary Jo Nelson was there and others too. 

This event brings 
many families 
needing help get-
ting gifts for their 
children.  Why is it 
called Christmas 
With Dignity?  The 
families must pur-
chase the gifts 
with whatever 

meager amount of money they have.  Gifts are priced at 
a very low cost but this makes everyone proud of the 
fact they could buy something for their family members.  
Even though the price is small, the smiles are big and the 
community in which they are a part of makes them 
proud to say Merry Christmas.   

The project starts with collecting gifts and money, then 
delivering all the 
items to a ware-
house, sorting, 
pricing and then 
walking with the 
guests to help se-
lect their gifts.  
Great job every-
one. 
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Builderõs Club Happenings 

Hi Everyone, 

Happy New Year!!   I hope that everyone had a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year.  Christmas seems so 
long ago but I am noticing that our days are getting 

longer already! 

 

Two projects that we helped with in December went 
very well.  Six of our members helped out at 
òChristmas with Dignityó and the òAdapt a Familyó pro-
gram was able to help 3 families in St. Anthony.   One 
of the things that we discussed at the board meeting 
this month was the status of our fundraising.  Tom 
Miller gave the board an update on our holiday fund-
raisers and how everything was looking for the year.  
New ideas were mentioned such as selling poinsettiaõs 

or cheese at the holidays and roses on Valentineõs 
Day.  The board agreed that selling poinsettias was 
worth looking into and Diane will contact the two 
local nurseries.  I would ask anyone to let me or a 
board member know of any other fundraiser that you 

think the Kiwanis club should look into.  

 

With the New Year comes opportunities to help out at 
Elmwood Church with the after school program.  
Tuesdayõs and Thursdayõs from 2:45 to 4:30 pm are 
available and look for the sign up sheet at upcoming 
meetings.  Lastly, we have had two new members join 
us this year, Joan Peterson and Roger Braun, but we 
have also lost two members.  When was the last time 
you asked anyone to attend a Kiwanis meeting with 
you?  Please take a few minutes some day and write 
down a person or two who you think might make a 

good Kiwanian.  Later this year we will be asking for 
potential candidates as we have another membership 

drive. 

 

Stay warm and Iõll see you at one of our meetings. 

 

Todd Hanson 


